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strange misfire this, and all

the more disappointing that

it came from Spiramirabilis,

theradical collective who

monkishly conveneina
musical retreat two or threetimesayear
to explorerepertoire inside and out,
haveintensive debates about vibrato,
pizzicato and rubato, and generally
producerevelatory results without - ;
anyone waving abaton. Another part of
thegroup’s stubborn charm s thatthey
will only tour a single work. .

The trouble with this performance of

_Schubert’s Octetin Fwasthat Spira
weren't competing with other
orchestras, butwith some of the great
chamber-music ensembles, who never
play with a conductor anyway and,
unlike Spira, spend most of their time
with each other on the road. While there -
were somenicelyincisive touches here,

“particularly from the fiery first violin
Lorenza Borrani and thesensitive *
clarinettist Miriam Caldarini, there
were fewrevelations.

In an expressively wideranging but
alsounwieldy work, the eight players
relished most ofall the transitions,
bringing a dark severity of purpose to
Schubert’s minor-key byways: Missing
wasreal blend: the balancebetween

* instruments was notideal, and the

- tuning not always consistent. It sounded
like eight musicians jamming along
together,and by Spira'sownhigh
standards they aspire tomuchmore. .

With therest ofthe eveningtofill out,
hopesrested with the soprano Kate
Royal and accompanist Malcolm
Martineau. A pity thatthey weren't

- presenting more fibrous material than
the Schubert selection chosen, madeyet

- more blurry bythe absence ofprinted
words. Butsince I lastheard the silky-
voiced Royalinlieder, her interpretative
skillshave come oninleaps andbounds,

_ andshe plucked the heartstrings farmore
speedily and directly than Spira’sartful .
skirmishes, dehvermg blttersweet verse
with gleaming poise.
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