
Friday December 7 2OL2 l-rHe rrruns

i -
I Concert
; Spira mirabilis/Kate Royal
; Queen Elizabeth Hall
1 *****
i A strangemisfirethis,andall

/\ themoredisappointingthat
/l i tcamefromSpiramirabil is,

I I theradicalcollectivewho
' J- \ monkishlyconveneina
I musical retreat two or three times ayear
, to explore repertoire inside and out,I have intensive debates aboutvibrato,
, pizzicato and rubato, and generally
, produce revelatory results wiihout
i anyonewavingabaton.Anotherpaftof

the group's stubborn charm is that they
j willonlytoura singlework.
' Thetroublewiththisperforrnanceof

Schubert's Octetin Fwasthat Spira
i weren'tcompetingwithother
' orchestras,butwithsome ofthe great
j chamber-musicensembles,wholever
r playwithaconductoranywayand,

unlike Spira, spend most of their time
with each other on the road. Whilethere

I were some nicelyincisive touches here,
i' particularlyfromthe fieryfirstviolin
' Loreiiza Borrani and the sensitive r
i clarinettist Miriam Caldarini, there
' were few revelations.

I n an expressively widerangi ng but
also unwieldywork, the eight players
relished most of all the transitions,
bringi ng a dark severity of purpose to
Schubertb minor-key byways. Missing
was real blend:the baiancebetween

' instrumentswas notideal, andthe
tuning not always consistent. It sounded
Iike eightmugiciar6;rr-ntngalong,

, together, andby Spira's ownhigh
j  standardstheyaspiretomuchmore.,
' ' With the rest ofthe evening to fill out,
I hopes rested with the sopran6 Kate
' Royal and accompanist Malcol m
' MartineauApitythattheyweren't
i presenting more fibrous material than
, the Schubert selection chosen, madE yet
j, nioreblurrybytheabsenc6 ofphnted
r words. But since I lastheard the silky-
' voiced Royal in lieder, her interpretative

skills have come on inleaps andbounds,
t andshepluckedthe heartstringsfarmore
i speedilyanddirecflythan Spira'sartful
' sk irmishes, delivering bittersweet verse
i withgleamingpoise.
' NeilFisher


